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during the experiment a horse was killed and Benn made great
play with this in his own inimitable way. Unfortunately the
owners of the patent resented this criticism and brought an action
for libel which in the first court they won, Benn being mulcted in
heavy damages which was a very serious matter for him. But his
friends stood by him, and on appeal the decision was reversed.
We had many stormy sittings and the L.C.C. came very much into
the public eye. All-night sittings were quite common and we
fought gallantly to save the work initiated by the Progressives, such
as the \Yorks Department, We then very nearly were able to claim
to be a united front and in 1910 we almost reversed the decision of
1907 but the Municipal Reformers had the Aldermen and were
still able to remain in power. Somehow or other the Council of
recent years has gone out of the limelight and one hears very little
about its proceedings.

The galleries used to be crowded and London took a real interest
in the Council's work. It was thought that when County Hall was
moved to its new site on the banks of the Thames and was properly
housed in a fine building we should be more than ever in the^public
eye. The exact contrary is the case. Whether it is the debates
are duller or that the public has lost interest in municipal affairs I
would not like to say. But I am sure it was healthier when the
Press did take more notice of the Tuesday public sessions of the
L.C.C. Although the trams have gone over to the London Trans-
port Board, the work of the County Hall has expanded and the staff
has greatly increased; it has absorbed the work both of the Poor
Law Guardians and the Metropolitan Asylums Board. The public
hospitals have been a big responsibility though under the new
Health Bill they are to be handed over to Regional Boards. I
believe the Progressive Party both in and out of office did great
work and deserved the gratitude of London, But the last thing
one must expect from public life is thanks* I don't complain,
though I would like to see in London more of the spirit that inspired
the Progressives. I became Chief Whip of the Party in 1910 and
tried hard to restore their fallen fortunes, I specialised in housing
and served twenty-eight years on the committee charged with
looking after this problem. The one thing about local government
in those days was that however bitter the controversy in the debating
chamber, each member did take a share in administration. Though
the Chairman of the Committee assumed greater responsibility, the
members all took part in the work and it was not uncommon for
them to outvote him. In his old School Board days Headlam had
gone in and out of the schools and inspired by Ms example I did the
same. It gave me an inner knowledge of the schools which members
who devote many hours to reading official reports or attending